






Past Imperial Potentate 
Gene Bracewell served 
as Chairman from 1986 
through 1996. Bracewell, 
1985–86 Imperial Poten-
tate, retired as president 
of the Atlanta-based 
National Chemical Divi-
sion of National Services 
Industries, a Fortune 500 
corporation. Bracewell is 
Past Potentate of Yaarab 
Shriners, Atlanta.
Past Imperial Poten-
tate Everett M. Evans 
served as Chairman for 
the 1996–97 year. Ev-
ans, 1992–93 Imperial 
Potentate, attended East 
Texas State University 
and is a branch manager 
of Bright Truck Leasing. 
He is Past Potentate of 

Sharon Shriners, Tyler, Texas.

Past Imperial Potentate 
John D. VerMaas served 
as Chairman from 1997 
to 2003. VerMaas, 1996–
97 Imperial Potentate, 
is the owner of VerMaas 
Construction, which 
builds, owns and leases 
office facilities to the 
U.S. Postal Service. Ver-
Maas is Past Potentate 
of Sesostris Shriners, 
Lincoln, Neb.
Past Imperial Potentate 
Ralph W. Semb was 
elected Chairman in 
2003. Semb served as the 
1999-2000 Imperial Po-
tentate. He is the owner 
of several New England 
businesses, including 
French King Entertain-
ment Center, a premier 
bowling center; an apartment complex; a 
self-storage facility and a car wash. Semb is 
Past Potentate of Melha Shriners in Boston.
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Four Presidents of the United States and 
a Prime Minister of Canada 

Four Presidents of Mexico and King Kalakaua of Hawaii



Ways of Giving

As a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, Shriners Hospitals for Children relies on the 
generosity of donors, past and present. Monetary gifts, as well as gifts of securities, 
real estate and personal property are welcome and help the organization carry out 

its three-fold mission of treatment, research and education.

Contributions
Contributions may be made at any time to Shriners Hospitals for Children and 

may be sent to the Office of Development in Tampa, Fla., or directly to any of our 22 
hospitals.

Charitable Gift Annuities (CGAs)
In exchange for an irrevocable gift of cash, securities or other assets, Shriners 

Hospitals for Children agrees to pay one or two annuitants you name a fixed sum each 
year for life. You may qualify for a charitable deduction if you itemize your income taxes. 
CGAs are not available in all states.

Pooled Income Fund
For an initial contribution of $5,000 or more, donors can participate in the Shriners 

Hospitals for Children Pooled Income Fund. Under this agreement, donors or their 
designees will receive annual income from their contributions during their lifetime.  A 
portion of the contribution may be deducted as a charitable donation.

Real Estate
All qualified real estate may be deeded outright to Shriners Hospitals for Children 

or, if it is a donor’s residence or farm, may be given subject to retained life interests. 
The value of the interest being contributed may be used as a charitable contribution 
for income tax purposes.

Securities
Contributions of securities are easily accomplished in most cases. If the securities 

have appreciated in value at the time of the gift, there can be income tax and other 
advantages for the donor.

Insurance
Shriners Hospitals for Children can be designated as the irrevocable beneficiary and 

owner of an insurance policy. Income, gift and estate tax charitable deductions may be 
allowed for a gift of an irrevocable life insurance policy under most state laws.

Wills
Designations of bequests should clearly indicate Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

Bequests under wills may reduce estate taxes. All bequests not restricted by the donor 
become part of the endowment fund, with only income from the fund being used to 
operate Shriners Hospitals.

Trust Agreements
Irrevocable charitable remainder unitrusts or annuity trusts may be established 

to provide for lifetime payments to the named beneficiaries. After the lifetime of the 
surviving income beneficiary, assets would be utilized by Shriners Hospitals for its 
charitable purposes.

1-800-241-GIFT (1-800-241-4438)       www.donate2shc.org
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Donor Recognition Program

At Shriners Hospitals for Children, we highly value the generous donors that make 
our work possible. Because of this, we offer a number of recognition programs to 
salute our donors and their generosity.

Gold Book Society 
The Gold Book Society recognizes the importance of our donors and the 

difference their gifts make in the lives of children through progressive donor 
awards. Nine levels of giving, from $2,000 to $249,999.99, are recognized by 
Gold Book Society awards given to living benefactors. Donors may progress 
through all awards as additional contributions are made. In addition to awards, 

living donors who contribute from $50,000-$249,999.99 will also be honored 
as “Because We Care” givers. A handsome plaque is displayed in a prominent 
location at each Shriners Hospital and at Shriners International Headquar-

ters and features donors’ names engraved on individual brass nameplates. 

Philanthropic Society
The Philanthropic Society honors major donors who give con-

tributions and/or bequests in excess of $250,000. Gifts and bequests 
are recognized on a cumulative basis. A Philanthropic Society award 
center is prominently situated in each Shriners Hospital and at Shri-
ners International Headquarters in Tampa. Additionally, donors or 
the families of deceased benefactors may receive a Philanthropic 
Society personal plaque for home or office. 

Naming Opportunities
Shriners Hospitals also offers naming opportunities 

for donors who are interested in having their donations 
associated with a particular tangible asset, such as a room 
or piece of medical equipment, in lieu of the traditional 
recognition through our Gold Book Society or Donor 
Walls. These naming opportunities are available and 
feature handsome signage placed within the specified Shriners Hospital to commemorate 
the donor and honoree, and a wooden and metal book with an engraved graphic of the 
donor or honoree to recognize the donor’s generosity.

Dream Makers Legacy Society
The Dream Makers Legacy Society honors those who 

establish a legacy gift for Shriners Hospitals for Children 
through their wills.

These generous donors are recognized at two dif-
ferent levels. Upon receipt of a copy of a will or other 
document, donors who have established a gift under 
$250,000 receive a Shriners Hospitals Dream Makers 

Legacy Society certificate. Those who establish a legacy gift of $250,000 and above receive 
a handsome Shriners Hospitals Dream Makers Legacy Society book.



   

SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR 
CHILDREN IS DULY REGISTERED 
WITH THE STATE OF FLORIDA 
(REGISTRATION NUMBER IS 
CH-433) AS REQUIRED BY THE 
SOLICITATION OF CONTRIBU-
TIONS ACT. A COPY OF THE 
OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND 
FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE 
DIVISION OF CONSUMER 
SERVICES BY CALLING (800) 
435-7352, WITHIN THE STATE. 
REGISTRATION DOES NOT 
IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROV-
AL OR RECOMMENDATION BY 
THE STATE. 

For more information: 
Shriners International 

Headquarters
2900 Rocky Point Dr. 

Tampa  FL 33607-1460 
(813) 281-0300

www.shrinershq.org
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